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 As soon as the clock 
hit 8 o’ clock, Wilbur 
Cross seniors came 
strolling in with their 
5 inch heels, stun-
ning hair dos and 
breathtaking gowns 
and tuxedos. Count-
less hours spent 
planning every pre-
cise detail, investing 
hundreds of dollars, 
and agonizing over 
last minute shopping 
all lead up to this 
moment. This one 
night is supposed to 
be a life changing 

experience, a memory to look back on for the rest of your life. The very thought of prom in high 
school is similar to how little kids view Cinderella; a fairytale waiting to come true. “The best night 
of your life”, “the most important day of your high school career” -- these cliches put us in a state 
of frenzy and tremendous amount of pressure to look absolutely perfect.  But as soon as your heels 
touch the velvet red carpet and are greeted by the smiling faces at the door, all your worries, doubts 
and troubles vanish. 
 With big smiles and anticipation they came one by one onto the carpet, posing for the cam-
eras and being blinded by the flashes. It was as if the prom’s Hollywood theme turned into its own 
fashion show.  Seniors modeled their expensive dresses in all different types; some came in with short 
dresses that had sequin corset tops and layers of thin tulle to make it stick out at the bottom, or color-
ful animal patterns printed on the dress. Others wore goddess dresses that streamed all the way to the 
floor. The most popular type of dress that night were one strap dresses that  had sequin designs on the 
back or on the waist, and  strapless heart shaped dresses ,complimenting their dates attire. Mermaid 
dresses that clung to the curves enhancing your hourglass figure spreading apart from them below the 
knees.
  Cars lined up in front of the runway carpet, but nothing could prepare you for the entrance 
a few seniors managed to pull off. A gang of 20 motorcycles arrived to Grassy Hill Country Club 
escorting a long-backed limou-
sine that pulled in front of the 
entrance; and it didn’t stop there. 
Some students even showed up in 
a school bus.
  After the enchanting 
entrances and the pictures sim-
mered down, everyone sat at their 
designated tables or crowded at 
the buffett. The night was filled 
with great food, and a dance floor 
filled with barefooted seniors as 
the music started. This was truly 
a night to remember.

The Stars Align at Wilbur Cross Prom
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Lovett-Graff

D u r i n g 
a trip to 
Wi s c o n -
sin to visit 
colleges, 
my par-
ents and I 
decided to 
check out 
Madison, 
a strange-
ly liberal 
M e c c a 
a m o n g 
the fields 
of dairy 
c o w s . 

We had heard about the protests at the capital 
buildings before we boarded the plane in Con-
necticut, but since then the numbers had been 
dwindling, and it looked as if the marches would 
soon cease. We drove into Madison on the first 
day of the massive marches, where doctors were 
giving out medical excuses on street corners 
and restaurants were packed with the influx of 
people.
    All those hundreds of thousands of people 
fought all those days, for absolutely nothing. 
They weren’t fighting for their benefits. They 
were fighting for their right to have benefits. 
The governor, instead of sitting down to talk 
with protesters, disregarded their feelings and 
passed the bill. Now other states are considering 
the same measures to cut spending. 
    Chances are, if you have taken U.S. History 
or AP U.S., you know about labor unions. They 
were started to make sure that companies can-
not have complete control over their workers. 
Unions ensure that if you are sick you cannot 
be laid off, that everybody with the same job 
gets the same amount of money, and how many 
hours you can work. Like weekends? Thank 
the unions. Sure, it costs a lot of money to give 
thousands of state workers health insurance and 
salaries above minimum wage, but these are 
the people who keep our cities and states afloat. 
Without teachers our country would be illiter-
ate, without firefighters, we would all burn to 
death, and without sanitation workers, we would 
be swimming in garbage. There are things we 
can cut from the budget, but unions have to stay. 
Taking away a workers right to a union would 
be like rewinding the clock one hundred years, 
when children were working in factories and  
adults were slaving away to bring just enough 
money for a loaf of bread.

Thea’s Thoughts

Saying Farewell

Flowers are blooming, the trees are green, and the sky is blue. The seniors of 
Wilbur Cross are graduating, which can only mean one thing: summer will soon 
be upon us. This year has been tough. Our high school was filled with changes. 
The house system was implemented, snow days often outnumbered school days, 
and there were protests over administration. But our seniors deserve a change: 
they’ve been in high school for 4 long years. Most have been in New Haven’s 
educational system for 12 years, which  is 2/3 of their lives! They are moving up 
the ladder, though, into increased freedom and increased responsibility. 
It will be a hard transition, coming from a school like ours. Let’s face it: Wilbur 
Cross is in disrepair, and this year, if anything, has illuminated that fact for us. 
The school can sometimes appear to be two-faced. We’ve been called a dropout 
factory, yet we have the best Advanced Placement program in New Haven. It can 
be hard to reconcile these two aspects of the place that seniors have been going 
to, 5 days a week, for 4 years. But our graduating class is getting ready to go off 
into the world, whether that’s the armed forces, college, or a job. Wilbur Cross 
will miss the graduating class of 2011. Good luck to all of them in their pursuits 
of the future. We’re sure they will be good contributors to our society.
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NPR was my way in to current events. When I was nine, every morn-
ing, my alarm, accidentally set to NPR, would go off at 7:00 and I’d 
lie in bed and listen to Morning Edition for a few minutes before I got 
up. I soon found that, instead of treating it as background noise, I was 
fascinated by the presidential election that was dominating the news at 
the time. So I began to listen to NPR more deliberately. Years later, it’s 
still one of my favorite places to get the news. So the fact that NPR has 
been ravaged by scandal over the past year is upsetting. Over the past 
few months, Republicans in Congress have made repeated attempts to 
cut federal funding for NPR completely. But as much as it pains me to 
say it, I’m not sure it’s the wrong decision.
    It started when Juan Williams, regarded as one of NPR’s more con-
servative commentators, made the following comment as a guest on a 
Fox News program: “I’m not a bigot… But when I get on the plane, I 

got to tell you, if I see people who are in Muslim garb and I think, you know, they are identifying 
themselves first and foremost as Muslims, I get worried. I get nervous.” Understandably, this kind 
of comment makes people uncomfortable. But NPR’s response was ex-
cessive: immediate termination. No second chances, no opportunity to 
explain himself. Williams’s comment was disagreeable for many and of-
fensive to some. But, chances are, he is far from the only one who feels 
the way that he does. He recognizes that his fear is irrational, based in 
his own insecurities instead of legitimate circumstances. The fact that 
executives at NPR weren’t willing to hear his perspective is troubling.
    Matters have only gotten worse. In March, conservative activists pos-
ing as wealthy prospective donors caught Ron Schiller, who was then in 
charge of NPR’s fundraising, making dismissive comments about Tea 
Party activists. “They’re not just Islamaphobic,” Schiller said, “But re-
ally xenophobic, I mean basically they are, they believe in sort of white, 
middle-America gun-toting.” He also called the movement “seriously 
racist”.
    The Tea Party is a movement that does not deserve much credibility,  
one whose leaders are deeply cynical. But the issue here is not what an NPR employee believes. Ev-
eryone has the right to their own personal political views, right? If the people working for NPR lean 
left, so be it. But it becomes an issue when a man in Schiller’s position, one who acts as a representa-
tive for the organization’s values, is so overtly dismissive and disrespectful to a legitimate group of 
people. In this case, NPR made the right move: Schiller, as well as the organization’s CEO, resigned 
under pressure. But NPR has a long way to go before it restores its image as a neutral provider of 
news. 

NPR:Digging Its Own Grave
By JOHN BRANCH ‘12

Today, it’s not enough to just look in the mir-
ror and be happy with what you see. The line 
between natural and superficial has become 
blurred. Have you ever asked yourself what nat-
ural beauty really is? Well, I typed it directly into 
Yahoo.com, and thanks to the response from the 
user ‘HATER 101’, “natural beauty” is defined as 

“...someone 
who doesn’t 
have to try 
and super-
ficial and 
is trying to 
make the ab-
solute best 
of yourself 
w h a t e v e r 
means nec-
essary”.
 But if that’s 
the case, 

then who is beautiful anymore?  Definitely not 
the 300,000 women getting breast implants ev-
ery month, or the thousands more women who 
go under the knife all for the sake of looking 
“pretty.” Fake has become a casual word in our 
vocabulary: fake nails, fake hair, fake eyelashes, 
fake breasts. With the smallest act of buying 
hair mousse, just trying to make your hair look 
nice, you instantly become an outcast for being 
“fake!”  Is it accurate to assume natural beauty 
is walking out of the house with no perfume, no 
hair product, and absolutely no makeup?  What 
made us think that this idea of being completely 
naked (not literally) is outrageous?  Is the media 
to blame?  Commercials do allure us with phras-
es like, “Get the body you desire!” and, “You 
can be the new you in a matter of seconds!“ 
 However, I think the real problem is 
ourselves. We’re the ones stopping ourselves 
from leaving the house without anything in our 
hair or on our faces. We brainwash ourselves into 
thinking we need these products to be beautiful. 
But natural beauty is not achievable, not if we 

can be-
l i e v e 
that we 
are gor-
geous.

Natural Beauty: Is it 
Possible?
By CAMILA DECHALUS ‘12

Why Life Is Better On Tier Three
By SOPHIE DILLON ‘13
Wilbur Cross High School is often summed up in three words: “inner-city high school.” I tell this to 
most people and I know the image that’s popping into their mind: “Fights and poverty and minorities, 
oh my!” I have to admit, this is the attitude that I go into Cross with most of the time, and 
I would be lying if I said our school doesn’t often validate the “inner-city high school” 
stereotype. If you go to Youtube and type in “Wilbur Cross,” the first entry on the drop-
down list is “Wilbur Cross fight.” But this is an attitude that needs an update, because the 
honest-to-God truth is, even with all the money in the world, I wouldn’t go to any other 
school. And with that, here’s a list why:
1. Wilbur Cross has a fantastic AP Program. Lots of our students get fives on the test—the 
same tests that students from expensive private schools are taking as well. We also don’t 
have the same restrictions on AP classes that most other schools do. We can start taking 
multiple AP classes sophomore year, whereas most people have to wait until junior year, 
even if they are fully qualified.
2. We’re allowed to take classes at local universities; Gateway, University of New Haven, 
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As a freshman at Wilbur Cross, I have found 
the new house system to be very effective for 
a school of approximately 1,800 students. Al-
though I cannot say that I know what it was 
like to experience Cross when it was not under 
the new system, I think that the structure of it 
is very helpful to both students and staff. One 
of my favorite things about the house system is 
the idea of Small Learning Communities. As a 
student, it is a good feeling to know that the staff 
in your own house knows you personally (i.e. 
what kind of student you are). The concept of 
Smaller Learning Communities, from what I un-
derstand was one of the more important changes 
the new house system would bring. This change, 
in my opinion, will have a largest benefit to Wil-
bur Cross in the future and one that will have 
the most direct impact on the students. Another 
great thing about the house system is that stu-
dents do not have a hard time finding their guid-
ance counselors. Since each house is assigned 
several of them, guidance counselors are very 
accessible to the students. In my opinion, guid-
ance counselors are vital at large public schools 
like Cross and make a huge impact on students’ 
daily lives. As a student, school is not as stress-
ful when you know you can speak with your 
guidance counselor about anything going on in 
the building. Overall, the new house system is 
something that has positively affected Wilbur 
Cross this year and will only get more influential 
to students over the years. 

Why I Like the House 
System 
By MAX MARTIN ‘14

3. If Yale, Southern, UNH, or Gateway aren’t 
good enough for you, you can always create 
your own class curriculum and sign up for an 
ISSP program. With the right scheduling and a 
certified teacher, you can get credit for a class of 
your own creation.
4. Wilbur Cross doesn’t have a limit on the 
amount of extra curricular activities you can 
participate in. Though most schools don’t, what 
they do have is interest in after school clubs. 
Don’t get me wrong, it would be great if every-
one suddenly joined the vast array of groups we 
have, but for now it’s one thing that is fantastic 
to take advantage of. Because our school clubs 
aren’t all brim-
ming with dedi-
cated four-year 
seniors, any-
one can join a 
club and actu-
ally start partic-
ipating. It gives 
people a way to 
shine without 
having to wait.
5. Educational 
Center for the 
Arts, for free. 
Though I won’t 
spend time rant-
ing about how 
great ECA is, 
ask any student who goes there and you’ll find 
out for yourself. Because the majority of Wilbur 
Cross students fall in lower tax brackets, we get 
lots of these opportunities for free, from SAT fee 
waivers to free lunch.
6. It’s easier to get into college if you’re a good 
student at Wilbur Cross than it is if you’re a 
good student at Hopkins or Choate, because our 
student body is academically less competitive 
than theirs. Obviously it wouldn’t be a travesty 
if people started caring about their grades— but 
for  now, why not take advantage of the fact that 
people don’t? Because of this, getting an excel-
lent class rank isn’t an impossible task. And 
truly excellent schools are much, much cheaper 
than middle-of-the-road ones, because they have 
so much money to offer for financial aid. And if 
you don’t feel like working ‘til you drop to get 
into Harvard, there’s always...
7. New Haven Promise Program to pay for your 
tuition. Seriously, free college tuition? Sweet.
8. And finally, there are some kinds of educa-
tion you can’t get from a textbook. Honestly, 
the minutia of lysosomal functions isn’t going 
to earn you happiness (well, for most people). 
Wilbur Cross draws from lots of different socio-
economic groups, making for a diverse student 
body that other schools don’t have to offer. And 
that, Mastercard, is priceless.

Change has been happening at our schools 
throughout the entire year. Teachers have moved 
and infrastructure has shifted. But what is the 
ultimate goal of all these changes? Schools are 
supposed to help students learn and prepare for 
a productive life, so the real question should be 
focused on the students of Wilbur Cross High 
School. Are the changes in our school good for 
the students? Some of the changes are definitely 
improvements. The New Haven Promise pro-
gram is helping the lives of students by incen-
tivizing college and bolstering the community’s 
respect for Yale. But the newly instituted house 
system is much more questionable. The admin-
istration’s view on the house system is that it 
is helping students form stronger communities. 
Students will fall behind in the system less eas-
ily because they have a strongly knit community 
they have classes with every day. But look at 
what this system is actually doing: it is segre-
gating groups of students. In previous years, a 
student would have classes with many different 
people in their grade. It was one of the joys of 
high school: seeing different people for each 
class, and meeting new faces all day. Under the 
current system, classes are not much different 
from a middle school: classes with a similar 
group of people, every day. A closely-knit sys-
tem is not what we need. The necessity is the 
opposite: an awareness of everyone around us. 
Wilbur Cross is a hugely diverse school in every 
respect, and that’s something students should be 
proud of. But we’re not exposed to as much of 
this if we’re sticking in a group of 20 all day. 
The house system at Cross is doing exactly what 
students don’t need: a division and segregation 
of the student body.

Houses: Who 
Needs ‘Em?
By DAVID ELKIN-GINNETTI ‘14
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After Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanya-
hu, rejected President Barack Obama’s compro-
mise in Washington D.C., the president made a 
bold move and spoke in front of AIPAC (Ameri-
can Israel Public Affairs Committee). Netan-
yahu was stubborn when it came to getting ad-
vice about peace with Palestine from President 
Obama. Hence, it was a daring thing for Obama 
to speak to the American-Israeli committee on 
such a sensitive topic. President Obama was 
very direct in his speech and clearly did not 
hesitate to express his own opinions. He assured 
that America’s long time support for Israel’s 
would remain “ironclad”, but wanted Israel to 
make “hard choices”. He once again presented 
the idea of using Israel’s 1967 borders: this pro-
posal would give Palestine enough land to form 
a separate state. Throughout his speech, Presi-
dent Obama showed that putting Israel’s 1967 
borders back into place would serve a functional 
purpose in the peace negotiations. Hopefully, 
Obama’s speech will have some effect on Is-
rael’s decision to create a peaceful resolution in 
the Middle East.

News
President Addresses 
AIPAC
By MAX MARTIN ‘14

2012 Presidential Hopefuls
By THEA DOYON ‘11
President Obama is looking to run again for the 2012 presiden-
tial race, but he faces a great number of fierce opposition. From 
Conservatives to Tea Party Candidates, there are eleven republi-
cans who have been thinking about throwing their hat in the ring.

Michelle Bachmann, Minnesota state representative, backed by 
the Tea Party, has often criticized the current administration for 
their views on tax increases, health care, and the role of govern-
ment in citizen’s lives. She believes that the government should 
hold very little control over individuals rights, and that state 
governments should have the right to choose what is lawful in 
their states. Although she has made quite an effort to increase 
the numbers of her supporters, by appearing on TV and at Re-
publican rallies, she is not yet seen as a strong candidate for the 
Republican nominee.
Haley Barbour, the governor of Mississippi, has been in politics since before the Regan administra-
tion. He has shown his worth under pressure, dealing with the issues that come with running a state 
on the Gulf of Mexico. He has kept his cool during countless hurricanes, as well as during the gulf 
oil spill last year.  However, Haley Barbour has been known to be racially insensitive and has was 
formerly a lobbyist, something that has never worked  to the advantage of presidential candidates.

Newt Gingrich, was the former house speaker, 
and has made a name for himself by produc-
ing speeches, going on talk shows, and writing 
countless books. The tea party favors him as 
a presidential candidate for his creative think-
ing and his experience in office. Newt Gingrich 
is aggressive; he has caused government shut 
downs, and he had to resign from his house 
speaker post. He also tends to talk the talk but 
not walk the walk. He is one who often bul-
lies others for their lack of family values (he 
led the impeachment trials for Clinton during 
the Monica Lewinski scandal) but Gingrich has 

been divorced twice.
Jon Huntsman, the former governor of Utah, is an intelligent man. He is fluent in Mandarin Chinese 
and has worked as a diplomat for the current administration. This could be his downfall though. He 
is considered to moderate for working with instead of against the democrats.
Sarah Palin, the infamous former governor of Alaska, is a great speaker, and has run before as a vice 
president, but lately she has become more of a pundit than a candidate. She often appears on televi-
sion shows, and she isn’t currently in public office. She has also starred in a reality show, and this tied 
with her recent slip ups on camera, misjudging people, may have hammered the last nail in her coffin.
Ron Paul, a United States representative from Texas, has worked 
in government for 20 years, and is known as a libertarian. He is 
the grandfather of the Tea Party movement, as he has held similar 
views for most of his time in office. But even some tea partiers 
do not agree with his severe perspective of the military. He is an 
isolationist in nature, and some people doubt whether the U.S. 
can survive without a hand in the global economy.
Tim Pawlenty, the former governor of Minnesota, has been a 
frontrunner in the race to the candidates race since he was one of 
the finalists in the people considered to be John McCain’s run-
ning mate. He has released a book to establish himself as a man 
with shining family values, and his opinions on finances and mili-
tary are spot on with the majority of Republicans. He is slightly 
“corny” which makes people worry that he will not be able to 
handle the tough situations that come with becoming president.

Congratulations to the king of Bhutan
After the exciting news of Great Britain’s 
royal family, there have been happenings in 
Bhutan’s royal family, too. Bhutan’s 31-year-
old King Wangchuck married a 20-year-old 
commoner. Wangchuck became king in June 
2008 after the abdication of Jigme Singye 
Wangchuck, who stepped down to usher 
in democracy (the country is now a consti-
tutional monarchy). The wedding is a huge 
event in Bhutan, because the king is loved by 
the the nation of 700,000 people. The bride 
is the now-queen Jetsun Pema, a student at 
London’s Regent College. 
 A little background: Bhutan is 
known as a Himalayan Kingdom. Bhutan first 
began opening up to the world in the 1960s. 
Foreigners and the international media were 
first admitted in 1974, while the Internet and 
television finally arrived in 1999.

Congratulation to 
the King of Bhutan!
By JOHN GAO ‘14



Glenn Beck’s Best
By DAVID ELKIN-GINNETTI ‘14

In the years Glenn Beck has been spewing facts (of debatable verity), he has gained a siz-
able following. Some praise him as being a Constitutional stalwart, while others accuse 
him of blatant prejustice towards anyone not a conservative Christian, white, or straight. 
He will certainly be remembered in U.S. history as a verbose man. Now that he is leaving 
his talk show host position on Fox News, let’s take a look back at ten of his more prophetic 
quotes, in no particular order. BONUS: One of these quotes is a fake. Can you spot which?

1. “I am not saying Barack Obama is a fascist. I am not saying the Democrats are fascist. 
I am saying the government, under Bush and under Obama and under all of the presidents 
we’ve seen, or at least most of the presidents that we’ve seen for quite some time, are 
slowly but surely moving us away from our republic and into a system of fascism.” – April 
1st, 2009

2. “Now look, I’m not saying God is, you know, causing earthquakes. Well — I’m not 
saying that he — I’m not saying that either. God — what God does is God’s business, I 
have no idea. But I’ll tell you this: whether you call it Gaia or whether you call it Jesus 
— there’s a message being sent. And that is, “Hey, you know that stuff we’re doing? Not 
really working out real well. Maybe we should stop doing some of it.” I’m just sayin’.” – 
On the earthquake in Japan, March 14th, 2011

3. “I know the progressives are using progressive tactics. They’re not using Nazi tactics. 
They’re— they’re— they’re— The real answer is the Nazis were using early American 
progressive tactics. And that’s not my opinion, that’s historic fact.” – March 20th, 2011

4. “It is big government – it’s a socialist utopia. And we need to address it as if it is a 
cancer. It must be cut out of the system because they cannot co-exist. And you don’t cure 
cancer by – well, I’m just going to give you a little bit of cancer. You must eradicate it. It 
cannot co-exist. And we need big thinkers, and brave people with spines who can make the case – that can actually say to Americans: look it’s going to be 
hard – it’s going to be hard but it’s going to be okay. We’re going to make it.” – February 22nd, 2010

5. “This president, I think, has exposed himself as a guy, over and over and over again, who has a deep-seated hatred for white people, or the white culture, 
I don’t know what it is… I’m not saying that he doesn’t like white people, I’m saying he has a problem. He has a — this guy is, I believe, a racist.” – July 
28th, 2009

6. “It is difficult to deny at this point, isn’t it? Isn’t it? Is it a little hard to deny that radicals, Islamicists, Communists, socialists will work together against 
Israel, against capitalism, and they’ll try to work together to overturn stability? Who in the media is telling you this? Who? NAME THEM! Where are 
they? How can they possibly deny it at this point? And why wouldn’t they tell you these things? Why?” – February 22nd, 2011

7. “…I’ve got the words themselves, written in indelible chalk: ‘CONSERVATIVE LIBERTARIAN.’ Let’s start with ‘conservative’- oh, well, what’s this 
word right here? ‘CON.’ A ‘con’ is a convict. And ‘SERV’ – ‘con,’ ‘serv’ - a convict and a slave… I don’t want to be a slave prisoner, but it’s your ideal-
ogy.” – March 18th, 2010

8. “I don’t think we came from monkeys. I think that’s ridiculous. I haven’t seen a half-monkey/half-person yet.” – October 20, 2010

9. “When I see a 9/11 victim family on television, or whatever, I’m just like, ‘Oh shut up’ … I’m so sick of them because they’re always complaining.’’ 
– September 9th, 2005

10. ‘’Barack Obama ... chose to use his name Barack for a reason - to identify, not with America - you don’t take the name Barack to identify with America. 
You take the name Barack to identify with what? Your heritage? The heritage, maybe, of your father in Kenya, who is a radical?” 
- February 4th, 2010
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Features

Once, in Mrs. Jones’s class, there was a boy with Down syndrome named Billy Earl. Kids would often 
bully him, and this made her angry. She soon befriended Billy and began visiting him a few times a 
month. While helping him, she found that she had an interest in kids with special needs. Now, Mrs. 
Jones has been working with those kids for almost 15 years.
 Mrs. Jones believes that kids in special education are “smart in their own unique way.” She 
provides them with extra help and tests that are modified to suit the students’ level. She truly cares 
about her students and encourages them to attend college. She’s always there when one needs help or 
someone to talk to when they’re feeling down. Students in special education have different types of 
disabilities: they can be physical or mental. Some students have behavioral disabilities, while others 
may not have any learning disabilities, but are having trouble academically. Some say that students in 
special education may work harder then students in regular education! Mrs. Jones says that it “irritates 
her” when a student makes fun of someone in special education, because they don’t realize or care that 
the person being made fun of might have a disability.
 Dan Malloy, the governor of Connecticut, has dyslexia, a learning disability that makes read-
ing and writing difficult. His teachers used to refer to him as “mentally retarded.” Growing up, writing 
and reading were, predictably, very hard for him. To this day, Governor Malloy has trouble with writing 
and reading – but did I mention that he was the governor of Connecticut? Malloy is a good example for 
many kids with disabilities. 
 Mrs. Jones might be friendly and fun to be around, but she takes her job, and her students, 
seriously. She doesn’t fool around when it’s time to do work. She always makes sure that her students 
are doing their assignments and coming to class.  In Mrs. Jones classroom, there are usually about 3 
students, though sometimes more. One feature in special education is a class called “Resource”. Stu-
dents in this class use it for help with completing assignments or spend the time making up homework or tests. In another section of special education at 
Cross, most students have severe conditions such as Down syndrome. It’s amazing how they can still make you smile and laugh, though. Special education 
students are capable of doing anything! They can’t be labeled as “dumb” or “stupid.” We ALL have issues. People in special Ed have grown up to become 
successful leaders, such as Governor Malloy. Mrs. Jones, and people like her, have always been there to make sure they do.

A Generous Heart
By STEPHANIE ARROYO ‘13

Best Dressed Senior
By CAMILA DECHALUS ‘12

“Do not come in sweat pants or pajamas to school!” This is the advice that Michelle Melendez (this 
year’s winner of the Best Dressed award) gave when asked about the steps that students should take 
if they hope to earn the title of Best Dressed.
 Michelle’s win came as a surprise. When she was announced as the winner, an astonished 
gasp came from her mouth before she could fathom what had just happened. Since freshman year, 
she has been waiting for this moment. This is more then just a title to her; it represents four years of 
consistency and hard work to impress peers with her creativity and unique sense of style. Michelle 
has always admired fashion icons like Kim Kardashian and Khloe Kardashian, who dress in one-of-
a-kind styles, yet still manage to keep it classy.. 
 When asking Michelle which stores she likes to shop at, she exclaims, “I love shopping at 
Macys, Forever 21, and Charlotte Russe”. I asked her what her favorite article of clothing is, and 
without hesitation she responded with “leggings!”
            Michelle’s passion for fashion doesn’t end here. She’s hoping to continue her interest  into col-
lege, where she will pursue a major in fashion merchandising. Hopefully she will remember Wilbur 
Cross as a place that not only recognized her sensational taste for fashion,  but which also  helped her 
find out who she is in the process.
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A New Life 
By KELVIN MEDINA, JANELIZ RIVERA, ZAINAB Al-SAEEDI, MAGUETTI GUEYE, MOUNA GUENTOUH, NATALIE 
MAY, JUSTIN TROUNG, MAX MARTIN, AMID RAUIF, JESSICA CALI NAVAS, and ANGEL GARCIA
If you’re eighty-seven and working, there must be a reason. That explains why Ellen Bree 
Burns is still a judge after thirty three years at the Richard C. Lee United States Courthouse on 
Church Street. Her courtroom was an eye-opening room with high ceilings, antique doors, and 
a welcoming feeling given off by the exquisite architecture. Ex-president Jimmy Carter chose 
her to be a judge in 1978. She studied at Albertus Magnus College and later at Yale Law. When 
asked why she isn’t retired, Judge Burns replied by saying that she loves her job and won't stop 
working until she is told that she is "losing her touch". She had great memory, personality, style, 
and her own entourage. She worked her way up in the rankings has now been a federal judge for 
a while.. Judge Burns takes her job seriously and personally. At the naturalization ceremony she 
told everyone a story about her husband and how he was naturalized in the same room where 
she is now the presiding judge. Judge Burns takes great pride in being American and hopes that 
the people she naturalizes on a weekly basis feel the same honor to be a part of this country. As 
the judge said, “I think it is the only preceding in a court where everyone comes out happy.”
The look of pride exhibited by all fifty-six men and women (from a total of about thirty differ-
ent countries) as they pledged their allegiance was simply heartwarming. We were sitting in the 
jury box and it was an honor to watch the ceremony from there. People becoming citizens from 
different races and countries sat only several feet from us. After giving a short speech, Judge 
Burns handed out papers of nationality to the new citizens. Just by looking at their faces, we 
were able to tell that it was the day all of them were waiting for. After they were handed their 
certificates, we had the opportunity to interview many of the new citizens. While these people 
said a wide array of things, their overall message was the same. They spoke in high regard of 
becoming citizens of the U.S: “My wife and I decided to get naturalized, so our whole fam-
ily can become U.S. citizens. I want my children to know they can achieve what they want to 
achieve in America.” These people are just looking for a chance to begin again and achieve their 
wildest fantasies in America: the land of opportunity. “Now that I’m in America, I’m going to 
start my own business.” said Daranee Riley, who moved with her family from Thailand. 
Then, we went to the Beinecke Rare Book Library. For most of the Cross students, the most 
interesting book that there was the most antique of Bibles. It is called the Gutenberg Bible and 
is officially the oldest in the world.  From the library, we went to one of Mr. Brochin’s favorite 
restaurants in New Haven, Clark’s Pizza & Restaurant. While people ordered different things 
off the extensive menu, every student shared the indulgence of eating a hot fudge sundae. 
Thanks Mr. Brochin! 
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NEW HAVEN: A City of Great Ideas
1638: America’s First Planned City. With the help of surveyor and planner John 
Brockett, city founders John Davenport and Theophilus Eaton organized their 
new colony on nine equal squares, with the magnificent New Haven Green at the 
center – the first enduring instance of city planning in America. 
1684: First Almanac. New Havener Noadian Russell compiled the first almanac 
printed in the United States, The Cambridge Almanack. 
1784: First American City. In post-Revolutionary War fervor, New Haveners or-
ganized to make New Haven the first legally-incorporated in the newly-formed 
United States of America. 
1787: First Steamboat. Seventeen years before Fulton’s Clermont, New Havener 
John Fitch built a 450-ft boat, equipped it with a steam engine and sailed it on 
Long Island Sound for 40 miles at 4 mph.
1798: First Interchangeable parts. After inventing the cotton gin, Yale graduate 
Eli Whitney revolutionized manufacturing by producing rifles with machine-
milled parts that were uniformly interchangeable and therefore could be mass produced.
1809: First Assembly Line. Applying Eli Whitney’s principles of mass production, James Brewster created the assembly line, an innovation in his Wooster 

Street carriage factory that made New Haven carriages the equals of British models. 
1832: First University Art Museum. The Yale University Art Gallery is the oldest uni-
versity art museum in the Western Hemisphere, with approximately 100,000 objects 
dating from Ancient Egypt to the present. Its 1953 landmark edifice is the first major 
building designed by modernist architect Louis I. Kahn.
1839: First Vulcanized Rubber. New Haven-born Charles Goodyear, whose life work 
was finding commercial uses for rubber, accidentally tossed sulfur-infused rubber gum 
on a hot stove, transforming the substance in a process later called “vulcanization”. 
1860: First Corset. New Haven immigrant Isaac Strouse founded the corset industry in 
the United States, making sewn corsets with steel stays at his “Smoothie Foundation 
Garments” factory on Chapel and Olive Streets. 
1879: First American 
Football Game. Walter 
Camp, Yale’s football cap-
tain and later one of the 

sport’s most celebrated coaches, invented such standards as eleven-man sides, the position of 
quarterback, the scrimmage line, and the system of downs, transforming a rugby-like football 
free-for-all into one of America’s premier sports. 
1892: First Lollipop. New Haven confectioner George C. Smith decided to attach a stick to 
the hard candy that he produced at the Bradley Smith Company. Smith named the invention 
after his favorite racehorse, Lolly Pop.
1900: First Hamburger Sandwich. The first hamburger sandwich was cooked at New Haven’s 
landmark Louis’ Lunch. Louis Lassen’s descendants are still cooking them the same way 

today, on the original grill with op-
tional tomatoes and onions. Don’t 
ask for ketchup. 
1904: First Wireless Radio. Lee 
DeForest built the first wireless radio station and mast in the country. 
1920’s: First Frisbee. Bridgeport’s famed Frisbie Baking Company produced pies that were 
popular with Yale students as both food and entertainment. After consuming the pies, Yalies 
would shout “Frisbie!” and hurl the empty plates in campus courtyards and on the New Haven 
Green. Toy Company Wham-O patented the “Frisbee” design in 1958.
1957: First Cornea Transplant. Yale-New Haven Hospital has been a medical pioneer in many 
procedures, including the world’s first kidney transplants (1967), liver (1983), heart (1984), 
bone marrow (1988), heart-lung (1988), pancreas (1989), single lung (1990), and heart from an 
unmatched donor (1992). 
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IRIS
By SHOSHANA LOVETT-GRAFF ‘13

The headquarters of the Integrated Refugee & 
Immigrant Services (IRIS) is located in a brick 
building only a few blocks from Wilbur Cross 
High School. The goal of IRIS is to help some 
of the 28,000 refugees, new immigrants, and 
asylum seekers in Connecticut successfully re-
settle in the United States. Over half the refugee 
clients at IRIS are from Iraq, while the other 
half are  from Afghanistan, Congo, Cuba, Ethio-
pia, Iran, Sudan, Somalia, and other countries. 
 On December 21, 1982, IRIS opened 
when its first refugee family from Southeast 
Asia arrived in Connecticut and were assisted 
by a single staff member. Over the years, IRIS 
had been called the Diocesan Refugee Services 
Committee and Interfaith Refugee Ministry un-
til settling on Integrated Refugee & Immigrant 
Services in 2007, as it moved from Cheshire to 
Bridgeport to Ansonia to New Haven. 
 As Connecticut’s largest refugee re-
settlement program, IRIS helps its clients in 
a large number of ways.  It assists refugees in 
obtaining food, housing, furniture, clothing, and 
social security cards. It also provides a number 
of support services, such as translation, trans-
portation, counseling, and crisis intervention. 
It aids refugees in getting a job by endorsing 
refugee clients to local employers and prepar-
ing these clients for basic jobs. Many refugee 
families come to IRIS, which helps enroll their 
children in schools, provide tutoring both in and 
out of school, supply childcare, and offer daily 
English classes for parents. 
 Funding for IRIS comes from several 
federal and state departments, local foundations 
and grants, as well as churches, synagogues, 
state businesses, and individual contributions. 
It offers many volunteer opportunities for high 
school students seeking community service 
hours while helping some of the 200 families 
IRIS resettles every year.  

Mr. Barnes 
By ROMAINE WHITE ‘12
 Mr. Barnes began his musical journey at the age of eight when his parents bought him his 
first Yamaha piano, which he learned to play by ear. At the age of eleven, he became quite good at the 
trombone, so much so that he decided to audition for the Cypress Lake Center For The Arts Magnet 
High School in Fort Myers, Florida, at which he was later accepted. The four years he spent there 
helped him fine tune and cultivate his passion for music. He was also enrolled in the regular high 
school band in addition to the magnet school marching band, both of which he excelled at. In his se-
nior year in high school, he auditioned for several colleges, wanting to major in music performance. 
Mr. Barnes was blessed with a scholarship in the amount of $10,000 from the Jenny Craig Memorial 
Scholarship Fund to help with his college education. With the scholarship, Mr. Barnes attended the 
University Of Central Florida. 
  While in college, Mr. 
Barnes started networking and 
meeting musicians in the Orlando 
music scene. In 2002, he found 
out about an opening at Walt Dis-
ney Entertainment at Walt Disney 
World in Orlando, Florida. He 
auditioned and was picked for 
the position and worked there for 
about eight years as a musician. 
During that time, he also played in 
musicals such as The Wizard Of 
Oz and local off Broadway pro-
ductions. He also joined a band 
call the Outer Toons, a “cartoon 
comical” band. They performed 
at Universal Studios playing features like SpongeBob SpuarePants, Johnny Quest, The Flintstones, 
Scooby Doo, The Jetsons, Jimmy Neutron and The Power Puff Girls just to name a few. While per-
forming these features, Mr. Barnes often had to get into different costumes. His character was “Life 
Guard Larry,” which he enjoyed portraying. During this time, he was playing with many orchestras 
and giving private lessons at local schools.
 While still in Orlando, Mr. Barnes had the opportunity to play with The Four Tops, The 
Tommy Dorcey Orchestra, Gloria Estefan, Eartha Kitt, Deborah Gibson, Jazz legend Sam Rivers 
and Buddy Morrow, The Southwest Florida Orchestra, The Vero Beach Symphony, and many others. 
During this time, he started a private lesson studio for more than 30 students, with the majority receiv-

ing superior ratings at district and state music festivals. It 
was at that time that he discovered his passion for musi-
cal education. At this point, the amount of calls he was 
receiving for jobs as a brass teacher were increasing. He 
was working with two schools, most notably University 
High School with their marching band, which has over 
350 students. In 2006, Mr. Barnes was asked to judge for 
the FBA (Florida Band Association). In 2007, Mr. Barnes’ 
discovered that his wife wanted to finish her PhD pro-
gram in clinical psychology and had an internship at the 
West Haven VA Hospital for a year. “I was distraught,” 
says Mr. Barnes; he felt like his whole world had been 
turned upside down. But he made the decision to move 
with his then fiancé, now wife, to Connecticut. He did his 
first year of teaching in CT, at the Christopher Colum-
bus Family Academy in New Haven, CT. He loved it so 
much that he decided to get certified at A.R.C (Alternate 
Route to Certification). After receiving his certification, 
Mr. Barnes made the move to Wilbur Cross High School, 
where he auditioned for his position and was hired. He’s 
has been the Instrumental Music teacher here for the last 
four years. 

Student Council is having a Blood Drive!
 The Blood Drive will take place on June 
14th from 8:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. in the 
small gym. Talk to Lea Winter, Xan Tor-
resquintero, or Erin Confrancesco about 
volunteering or donating. (To donate, you 
must be at least 17 years old and meet 
height and weight requirements.)
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James Carter 
By NATALIE MAY ‘14

James Carter, a senior at Cross, has a lot to say 
about graduating. “Part of me is excited, but 
having past experiences and all that makes me 
sad--- the other part of me is scared and nervous. 
Getting out of high school is a big step-- you 
know, maturing towards adulthood.” He agrees 
that there are some things he will not be missing 
at college down in Florida. “Definitely freedom 
is a part of it. Having no restrictions--being at 
college and being able to get up when I want. I 
want to be able to be me, and not have my life 
based around school. Definitely the maturity as 
well, the drama level in college is different than 
in high school. [Although] getting out of Con-
necticut would be a good idea-- just to be on my 
own, ”James admits there are some things he’s 
going to miss about high school life. “Probably 
my friends. Teachers too. Once you pass on as 
a senior you have to start all over as a freshman 
again.” Speaking of teachers, James talks to me 
about how his many teachers have helped him to 
succeed. “I think teachers really helped. A lot of 
peers don’t understand what the teachers are do-
ing. Now I understand what they did. And par-
ents too--as a freshman, my mom (was) telling 
me to do my homework-- it all comes together 
at this point.” 

Parting Thoughts: 
Cross Seniors Think Back on Their Last Four Years

Ashtonette Williams
By NATALIE MAY ‘14 

Ashtonette Williams is another senior who’s be-
ginning a new chapter in her life: “I’m actually 
relieved,” she confesses, “It was a good school 
year, but it’s time for new everything!” She 
agrees that some of the changes will be more 
difficult than others. “I’m definitely going to 
miss my friends. There were so many relation-
ships and bonds that came about. If it weren’t for 
friends, I probably wouldn’t be exactly where I 
am now.” This touching sentiment was followed 
by her  list of things she is more than happy to 
leave behind: “I would say walking in crowded 
hallways, short lunch periods, multiple assign-
ments being due at the same time (which might 
still happen.) Another thing (I’ll enjoy) is hav-
ing the ability to do what you want when you 
have free time.” She plans to attend two years of 
community college, and then move onto a four-
year college where she can earn her bachelor’s 
degree in business management. “I would defi-
nitely say a big inspiration that kept me going 
was my faith. Obedience has gotten me where 
I am. One of the key things I kept in mind was 
doing what I had to, even if I didn’t want to, and 
loving and accepting others.”

Cindy Garzon
By NATALIE MAY ‘14

Cindy Garzon is having mixed feelings about 
graduating: “I’m excited, but then I’m not ex-
cited at the same time--I don’t know what to 
feel-- I’m confused.” There are definitely some 
things she’s  going to miss. “Seeing everybody. 
Just the drama and all that. All the stupid people- 
just seeing them make fools of themselves. But, 
I’m (also) going to miss my friends.” Even if 
it will be a bittersweet leaving, she’s got plans 
ahead to focus on. “I’m going to move to New 
York. I applied to some schools, but I didn’t hear 
from them yet. I’ll get a job in Manhattan- prob-
ably just go from there.” The future holds great 
opportunities, but that can be frightening some-
times. “I’m actually scared- what if it doesn’t go 
my way… what if it goes wrong? I just hope my 
future’s bright. It’s just scary; the future’s scary.” 
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Kiana Caraballo
By NATALIE MAY ‘14

Kiana Caraballo has big plans for her life: “I’m 
going to go to Monroe College for criminal 
justice in New York,” she says, grinning tri-
umphantly, “I’m excited to get out of the high 
school drama, the immaturity, and start fresh.” 
Although she’s very optimistic, there are some 
things she just can’t be sure of. “I don’t know 
how it’s going to be moving on- -I’m going to 
miss my friends.” Despite any hardships, she’s 
worked hard to graduate. “I think it was a strug-
gle. I’m really indecisive- -I think it paid off; to 
finally be able to graduate on the stage and start 
my life.” 

Josh Aviz 
By YAILETXY OPPENHEIMER  ‘11  

“I’m very scared. I hate school but at least it’s 
consistent. I like the stability but I don’t like the 
policies. I want the freedom but I don’t want the 
responsibility. I might be an adult in body, but 
I’m still a kid at heart. I’m going to miss all of 
my friends. Excited, but scared. I will definitely 
be coming back to visit Wilbur Cross after grad-
uation.”

Joshua Rivera
By JESUS ABRAHAM MORALES 
SANCHEZ ‘14

 Siento que es un nuevo comienzo a una 
vida mejor, llena de oportunidades. Planeo hacer 
una profesión en Ingles y tomar dos años en ne-
gocios. Mi experiencia en la escuela fue buena, 
haciéndome sentir original. Si mi hermano es-
tuviera en noveno grado, le aconsejaría ser un 
líder, que no se conforme y que nunca se sienta 
obligado a hacer cosas que no quiera. Pienso que 
cuando entre a la Universidad va a ser difícil. 
Pero gracias a todo lo que viví en la escuela, 
todo lo que aprendí y lo que me queda por apre-
nder, sé que me será más fácil con el tiempo. A 
todas las personas que estudiaron conmigo; les 
deseo lo mejor y que nadie ni nada se interponga 
en ser  lo que quieran ser.

Jordy Padilla
By YAILETXY OPPENHEIMER ‘11

“Estoy nervioso y contento porque estoy sa-
liendo de la escuela. Es una nueva vida llena de 
oportunidades, y aprender a vivir como un adul-
to. Y por otra parte que estoy contento es porque 
ahora voy a poder estudiar lo que me gusta.” 
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Over the years, the student population at Cross 
has become one of the largest in the New Haven 
Public Schools district. As we have all noticed, 
our population is culturally diverse; we have 
kids from Mexico, Puerto Rico, Chad, Guate-
mala, Honduras, and Iraq. These are just some 
of the countries where a part of our classmates 
come from. However, not all of them come to 
Cross speaking English. So what is our school 
doing to support these students? Well, the an-
swer is the Sheltered Content Program. 
 This  program was created in 2006 by 
Dr. Ortiz, the ESL supervisor of NHPS. Right 
now, there are just two high schools who offer 
this program: James Hillhouse High School and 
Wilbur Cross High School, Cross having the 
most students. Right now, the person in charge 
of this program is Ms. Chilleni, who with the 
help and support of a lot of our teachers, has 
made this program a success. We all know a lot 
of these teachers: Mr. Brochin, Ms. Spivack, Mr. 
Gibbons and others. Talking to Ms. Chilleni, I 
noticed a great passion and enthusiasm when 
she referred to the objective of such a great pro-
gram: making each of the students improve their 
English skills while they learn the academic or 
basic course. 
 One of the main advantages of the pro-
gram, according to Ms. Chilleni and Mr Gibbons, 
is that the language development of each student 
in the program is well supported and supervised 
by all the teachers. Although they say that it 
could be better if the environment between all 
the students was a full English experience where 
they try to communicate with each other (using 
their native language as little as possible), they 
all agree that the Sheltered Content Program has 
been such a great idea that has helped many stu-
dents over the last five years. It has been show-
ing great results since the beginning. I know that 
there will be more of these great results in the 
future, and many more students will be thankful 
for all these people, for helping them get closer 
to their dreams. 

Cross Around the 
World
By JESUS ABRAHAM MORALES 
SANCHEZ ‘14

The Ivy Noodle
By HENRY AYERS-BROWN ‘13

You walk into Ivy Noodle and its hole-in-the-wall-noodle-house atmosphere engulfs you. It’s hot, 
loud, and smells like rice. Unless you’re tall and/or assertive (both of which I thankfully am), no one 
will pay any attention to you. The customers are squashed tightly together, often multiple groups at 
a single, long, metal table. After that, 
they become closed off to their sur-
roundings, except for the occasional 
delivery of food. The servers, mean-
while, are dodging each other along 
the one main aisle between the single 
row of tables and the exposed bar.
 It’s chaos. And it’s great.
 If you finally get a server’s 
attention, they’ll coldly point you 
in the direction of an empty place 
to sit. At that point you must fend 
for yourself in finding the stack of 
menus stashed between the napkin 
holder and the wall. As you browse 
through the menu, you’ll find poorly 
translated English phrases and a huge 
variety of noodle soups. The waiters are cold and act like you’re wasting their time. If you can live 
through all this as you place your order, you’ll have the great luck of experiencing the food itself. 
The delivery of the food, though perhaps not completely cordial, is quick. An order of cold sesame 
noodles can get out to you at a record thirty seconds. Once you start digging in, you’ll be glad you 
suffered through the hard-ships of the poor service.
 The food is heavy on oil and grease, but is delicious nonetheless. The traditional appetizers 
like cold sesame noodles, pork steamed dumplings, and scallion pancakes are all great, but some of 
their others, like shrimp pancakes, are good too. However, the main event is the soup. Hands down, 
the best thing on the menu is item number 65, Tofu Curry Noodle. Order it with Udon noodles, add a 
liberal spoonful of the red chili that sits near the napkins, and you’ve got a meal that will keep your 
chest feeling warm for hours.
 Speaking of which, Ivy Noodle keeps great hours. It stays open until 2 am Mon-Sat, so it’s 
always a great choice after a late night on the town. The whole dining experience takes a ridiculously 
short amount of time, so the timing works out well. You can be in and out in less than 20 minutes.
 The service is terrible, but the food is great. The only question is: are you willing to suffer 
through one to enjoy the other?

CONGRATULATIONS to the following students who ranked on 
the 2011 National Latin Exam

Latin I

Summa Cum Laude:
First Place (Gold)

Isabella Rossi
Monisha Lopez

Maxima Cum Laude:
Second Place (Silver)

Elie Weissman
Rafael Garcia

Latin II 

Summa Cum Laude:
First Place(Gold)

Sarah Curtis

Maxima Cum Laude:
Second Place (Silver)

Emajae Ricketts
Sean Foley

Zach Kerschner

Magna Cum Laude:
(Third Place)

Pentecost Asoh
Taylor Tinney

Cum Laude:
Fourth Place 

Sinead Brennan
Ashlee Ewell

Kenshell Mitchell
Imani Webb

Isabella Brennan 
Troy Alexander

Latin III

Magna Cum 
Laude:

Third Place
John Branch

Latin IV 
Prose

Magna Cum 
Laude:

Third Place 
Amos Orr

Rachel Markey

Cum Laude:
(Fourth Place)

Aidan 
O’Connor
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Officer McKenzie
Positioned directly between the A and B wings 
of the 3rd floor is a security guard dressed in a 
blue uniform. He has a thick black beard that ex-
tends from his ears to his chin. Officer McKenzie 
smiles as he tries to hold back laughter while be-
ing interviewed about his job as a security guard 
at Wilbur Cross High School. He has been at the 
school for five years now and has had similar 
jobs for the last sixteen years in New Haven. “I 
think Wilbur Cross is a very good school,” says 
Officer McKenzie with glee, “as are all the other 
schools in New Haven.” He describes himself as 
a man who has passion for his job as a security 
guard and is motivated by how he can create the 
momentum to help students here succeed aca-
demically. “With the structure of this school, I 
believe we are headed in the right path.”

Ms. Wagner  
The distinct sound of the bells at Wilbur Cross 
rings and Ms. Wagner’s English class is dis-
missed. For her students, the bell means a casual 
walk to their next period class. To Ms. Wagner, 
the sound of the bell is like the crack of a gun at a 
track meet. She dashes through the hallway and 
moves farther away from her previously over-
heated classroom. By the time she makes it to 
her classroom on the other side of the hallway, 
her cheeks are red and she has begun to sweat. 
“Did you get jumped before school, ma’am?,” 
asks one of Mrs. Wagner’s students, surprised 
to see her teacher so scrambled. This memory, 
according to Ms. Wagner, an English and ESL 
teacher, has been the most embarrassing thing 
that has happened to her at Wilbur Cross High 
School. Besides other embarrassing moments, 
like the time when she planted face first after her 
foot fell asleep in class, Ms. Wagner has a lot 
of great things to say about Wilbur Cross. She 
knew that she made the right decision to become 
a teacher when one student organized for all her 
peers to sign a card for her after the passing of 
her grandfather.

Barry Kleinfeld
We ambushed Mr. Kleinfeld in his classroom 
while he was taking a short break to ask him a 
few questions. As a math teacher who has been 
teaching for seven years, he is responsible for 
Honors Pre-Calculus, AP Calculus BC, and 
Algebra 2 Sheltered Content. Teaching wasn’t 
always on his agenda, though: “It wasn’t some-
thing that happened suddenly”, he says, casually 
peeling a banana, “It was partially inspired by 
a teacher I had in high school.” He goes on to 
explain even further, “I was hired three or four 
days before the first day of school. I was work-
ing as an engineer. I gave my boss three days no-
tice and he threatened to sue me. Thankfully, he 
didn’t. It’s taken me six years to make the money 
that I was making when I left my old job.”  But 
he has no doubts now! “I think it’s the greatest 
profession. I love it. The satisfaction I get out of 
it is a lot better than if I worked behind a desk 
and made an extra 10,000 a year,” he now ex-
plains. While on the subject of money, we talked 
to him about the fight for a decent paycheck that 
is still being battled out for teachers everywhere. 
He made a good point. Before this fight, schools 
were trying to attract more qualified teachers, so 
they raised teachers pay. Now, teachers are be-
ing accused of being way overpaid. Seems kind 
of strange, doesn’t it?

Meet Some of the People That Keep Cross 
Running
By NATALIE MAY ‘14 and MAX MARTIN ‘14
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Around The Corner
In the past few months, Mr. Brochin’s journalism classes have embarked on a project to 
find local food establishments near Wilbuur Cross. Here’s what they’ve found...

P&M Orange Street Market
By MAX MARTIN ‘14
When Pino Ciccone took over three years ago, he wanted to add a personal touch to P&M Fine 
Foods on Orange Street. “I use the recipes from my parents and my grandparents,” says Pino, “that 
is what makes the market so special.” Behind the counter of the deli is a large mosaic with the words 
“Beef, Pork, Poultry”. Store owner Ciccone describes that they discovered this wall after they took 
down the previous layer that stood in front of it. The previous store before P&M had never revealed 
this treasure, which led Pino to believe that the mosaic must be at least one hundred years old. This 
large mosaic of blue and white tiles is one of the many things that make P&M so unique and one 
factor, according to Pino, that gives his store an advantage over the other local food markets. Besides 
the artwork behind the deli, P&M has many more great things to offer its many customers. Its wide 
variety of food and passionate employees make it just one thing that draws so many customers, says 
Pino: “I don’t care if you spend a nickel here, I like helping people and I wouldn’t have it any other 
way.” He also said that P&M offers many things that large chain stores such as Stop & Shop cannot 
supply their customers. What he loves the most about his small food market is that he is able to get 
to know his frequent customers individually. “Every week, when I go over to get my coffee in the 
morning, I look through the suggestion box,” says Pino, “I try to use these and think how I can make 
my store even better.” 

The Pantry
 By NATALIE MAY ‘14
“The reason I started The Pantry was so I’d have a place to put all my jazz posters.” It’s true; the walls 
are plastered with advertisements for jazz festivals. But this is only a part of the cozy atmosphere the 
co-owner, Art Fritz, has created at the Pantry, a very popular restaurant serving breakfast all day from 
2 Mechanic Street. Clearly, we are not the only ones enjoying the décor and enticing smells wafting 
from the kitchen. Every seat is packed with customers laughing, conversing, and enjoying their meal. 
But just what keeps these people coming back for more? Art had a pretty good idea: “The fact that 
we’re just breakfast. We have been here 22 years. We’ve won best breakfast 22 years in a row.” His 
brother Lennie Fritz is the chef and co-owner who works to turn out delicious meals for the custom-
ers. There are lots of dishes on the menu and it’s hard to pick the favorite, but Art told us his quite 
clearly. “I’m a fan of the Eggs Benedict. We do five different types. I like the blackstone one. The 
California is the favorite. I rather eat bacon than avocado though.” I’d have to say, many of us would 
agree! When we concluded by asking him about his favorite part of the job, he knew exactly what he 
wanted to say: “Meeting all sorts of people. You get people from all over the world. You get celebri-
ties once in a while. This neighborhood is a great neighborhood.” Perhaps the addition of the pantry 
has caused this nook of New Haven to become so famous!
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Romeo and Cesare’s
By STEPHEN HANNON ‘13
Good quality people and quality food.” Romeo said under a very heavy Italian accent. Couldn’t have 
been more precise. The first few steps you take inside of “Romeos and Cesare’s” are greeted by fresh 
produce and warm bread. This little organic shop is a favorite amongst the local citizens of the East 
Rock community and the hungry kids of Cross. When asked “what sets his aside from the other lo-
cal businesses” he said with a warm smile, “the neighborhood, very nice…intelligent people. And 
good organic food, that is what we strive for.” To be quite frank, I’m a man who likes his Funyuns, 
so when I heard the words “organic” I wasn’t all that thrilled. Don’t be fooled like me, though -- this 
place ain’t no vegan sanctuary. After stepping inside I took a mean right and ended up face to face 
with tasty brownies, cookies, and other baked sweets that I swear I saw in Willy Wonka’s chocolate 
factory. After my comrades pulled me away I found myself standing in a sea of vegetables and fruit. 
Now I’m not big on the healthy stuff (my high metabolism allows me to savage on sugary treats) but 
even I was impressed by their stance on food that is good for you. Alright, sweets and produce are 
nice, but what if I’m actually looking for a main course here? Where’s the beef? “Right over here, sir, 
” a man behind the counter answered. I spun to my left and saw a voluptuous deli lined with meats and 
cheeses. Heck, they even had pizza. “Romeo and Cesare’s” completely exceeded expectations (don’t 
get excited they were pretty low to begin with). It’s not hard to see why this shop has become a local 
favorite. It takes out the proverbial “crap” that fills other corner stores and replaces it with healthier 
options. Romeo is a man with a simple dream. Take a little piece of Italy from an older, simpler time 
and bring it to New Haven. For him and his customers, it’s a dream come true.      

Lulu’s
By NATALIE MAY ‘14
 A group of customers lounge at the café tables, exchanging cheerful banter as we swing open the 
door to Lulu: A Unique Coffee House (49 Cottage Street) and we can almost taste the seductive smell 
of freshly ground coffee beans wafting from the preparation area. Although the intriguing art for sale 
that bedecks the halls and comforting warmth pull us in from the chill, it is more the people that make 
this spot a true ‘diamond in the rough.’ Ruth, Morton, Stephen, and Belcorm greet us with inviting 
smiles and strike up a conversation. They have been coming to Lulu’s for coffee and a chance to con-
nect in this technology-free zone for ten years. As dedicated customers, they have a lot to say: “You’re 
apt to meet very interesting people here.” Ruth says with a mischievous grin, “If you want to learn 
about philosophy…you could learn things here. You could get assistance. This is really much better 
than a senior center.” Steve chimes in too: “We’re people who enjoy speaking to other people. We 
like having people contact and this is where you find it. It’s a small place-you have to interact- even 
to say ‘May I sit down?’ In history, a coffee shop was a place where people could sit down and talk 
about what was happening.”  You can tell by the sheer number of coffee cups littering the table that 
they’ve been here all morning, but it doesn’t matter because here it feels as if we have all the time in 
the world. As we leave, Ruth and Steve strike up an argument over the delicacy of war and we step 
into the sun with the aromas of chocolate and espresso lingering on our clothes. 
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Arts

Attention  Wilbur Cross  Artists!  Crossroads 
Literary Magazine is back! 
By SARAH CURTIS ‘12

Crossroads is the school literary magazine where students can 
submit short stories, poetry, original artwork and photogra-
phy for publication. English teacher Mr. Fee is bringing it 
back--with a twist. The magazine is open to submissions from 
students and teachers. “I think it’s a great way for teachers 
to open up to their students,” he says.  Mr. Fee hopes that 
students will be able to get to know their teachers better as 
a result of what teachers are submitting. He says that several 
teachers have submitted photography, and one teacher will 
submit a poem. 
    This year Mr. Fee hopes to get out one issue, but says, “I’d 
be open to doing two.” Next year, his goal is to have three or 
four issues published. Students who are interested in submis-
sions to the magazine should contact Mr. Fee in Room B214. 

Old Days: A Poem
By ADALIS SOTILLO ‘14

I wish I could go back to the old days
wishing that everything would stay the same
wishing that nothing would ever change.
Why did everything have to change?
Why did we have to change?
If all we did was cause each other pain
and some of us went insane
I wish the future was the past
everything stayed the same
and nothing would ever change
I wish we would have stayed on the same road
so many rumors and lies came out
and it only made us want to get each other in a 
choke hold
in the past all we wanted was each other
but now we’re trying to get rid of one another
now a days we trying to kill each other
trying to bring one another down
when your just dragging yourself to the ground
now how do you sound?
I wish we could just stop all of this pain
and stop all this crying
and we need to chill on the lying
we were the bestest friends in the past
and that really didn’t last
but I’m sure it was out best days
when are we gonna get over this phase?
I feel today is getting old
and the past was the new
what do I have to do
to get back to the past?
To get back to our glory days
I wish I could go back to the old days wishing 
that everything stayed the same...

On The Question of 
Race
By LAQUAYA DAVIS ‘11

They ask me to write down
My race
And I think
And think
Very seriously
Writing down the truth
And have my answer read.

I have a mother, a stepfather, and a 
father I never knew who do more for
me than I can ever imagine. Inside this
body, what they do for me, I hope to do
in return.

I have a grandmother and grandfather
who give me anything and everything
I want, and all I have to do is show 
them how much I care inside this body.

I have New Haven, CT inside this body
which comes with more craziness 
than you could ever imagine. I have
Greenville, NC, which comes
with country and all inside this body.

They ask me to write down my race
And I think
And think
Very seriously 
And consider
writing down the truth
And have
my answer read.

I have
Fried chicken, Mac & cheese
and Collard greens inside this body
I have celebrations from
Birthdays
Christmases
and Thanksgivings in this body.

I have
Hip Hop and
R&B
Inside this body
I have Alicia Keys, K-Ci & JoJo
and Beyonce
Inside this body.

Continued in Next Column>>

They ask me to write 
down my race
And I think
And think
Very seriously
And consider
Writing down the truth
And I have
My answer read.

I have childhood games
like Hangman, 7up, and 
Red light Green light
In this body. I 
Have neighbors and childhood friends
Inside this body.

I have three schools
like Hill Central,
Celentano, and
Wilbur Cross in
this body.

They ask me to write
down
My race
And I think
And think
Very seriously
And consider
writing down the truth
And have my answer read. 

I have languages 
like Latin (carpe diem)
and English standard
and Street inside this body.

Inside this Body is
An African American.
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Drama Revived!
By THEA DOYON ‘11 and JESUS ABRAHAM MORALES SANCHEZ ‘14

After Ms. Sadick-Brown retired last year, some students worried that the Drama club was dead. 
But in late March, a new drama club, headed by Mr. Robin had their first meeting. When asked 
why they wanted to start drama club up again, students said that arts are really important and not 
featured at Cross. “Wilbur Cross is depicted negatively, but there’s a lot of talent among us” said 
Jerome Richardson, a senior. Mr. Robin added that anyone can participate in theater; you don’t need 
to know how to sing or play an instrument. Part of the attraction to theater is the catharsis that actors 
experience on stage. Lea Winter, a senior told us “Theater allows you to locate different personas 
that were silenced by other aspects of your life.” 
 “I just have an inner spirit to let out. I have a lot to say” added Joshua Rivera,another se-
nior. If all goes as planned, this year the drama club will host a talent show that includes short plays; 
about fifteen minutes each. “I’m excited to show the school what we are made of!” said Joshua. 

 Unfortunately, they all 
agreed that they are starting from 
square zero, not even square one. 
They have very few sets and cos-
tumes and no funding. One stu-
dent who wants to remain anony-
mous, told us that this summer, 
most of the supplies they had 
were thrown away during clean-
ing, without anyone knowing 
that they were important. Still, 
the club remains optimistic, and 
plans to organize two plays for 
next year, one in winter, and one 
in the spring. They are hopeful 
that more kids will join the club 

so that they can make this dream come true. Jerome Richardson added that a lot of kids don’t realize 
that they want to participate. “They don’t think of theater.” Joshua responded, “They see something 
about rap, and they’re interested, but they don’t realize that theater incorporates different styles 
which is why theater is such a uniting force.” They even hope that this time around, the ECA com-
munity might be more interested in getting involved, putting together the talent at both schools. 
 The Drama club will be having a performance on June 10th and 11th. Any student who 
wants to participate is eagerly welcomed, all you have to do is show up at a meeting, or contact Mr. 
Robin. The students say they are excited to show off their skills. Joshua is a fan of spoken word, and 
Jerome says that he thinks he was born on stage, and he boasts that he’s just great at it all; “I’ll learn 
to fly one day, I can’t sing, but that doesn’t stop me!”

Helplessness Blues
By DAVID ELKIN-GINNETTI ‘14                          

When I first heard Fleet Foxes, I thought they 
were some trashy Beatles impersonators. Lit-
tle did I know, they were to become one of 
the most popular baroque pop bands in recent 
times. Their new album, Helplessness Blues, is 
being released May 3rd, but The Proclamation 
was lucky enough to secure an advance copy. 
It turned out to be an expert blending of the tra-
ditional vibes of Fleet Foxes and a new feeling 
for the band. It was in some ways a fusion from 
the Fleet Foxes’ eponymous debut LP, but in all 
ways an improvement. And when you’re talk-
ing about Fleet Foxes, that’s really saying some-
thing.
 The album has two double tracks: two 
songs on one track with an interlude. The second 
one of these, entitled The Shrine / An Argument, 
was one of the best of the album. It starts with ar-
peggiated guitar picking, and Robin Pecknold’s 
gentle cooing. His voice goes down valleys and 
up mountains, reaching one of the highest sung 
notes I’ve heard in a Fleet Foxes tune. It is sung 
with a sense of urgency, yet the tempo of the 
song is so evenly paced that it’s hard to believe 
he’s actually worried. The lyrics, in fact, are very 

meditative. 
“ G r e e n 
a p p l e s 
hang from 
my tree / 
they be-
long only 
to me,” 
P eckno ld 
sings softly 
in 3 part 
ha rmony. 
More great 
lyrics can 
be found 
in the title 

track, Helplessness Blues. “I was raised up be-
lieving I was somehow unique / like a snowflake, 
distinct from all snowflakes unique in each way 
you can see / And now after some thinking, I’d 
say I’d rather be/ A functioning cog in some 
great machinery certain something beyond me.” 
All their songs have this reflective quality. 
 In the years between their debut and 
their sophomore albums, Fleet Foxes have been 
searching on the inside for something: musi-
cally, lyrically, and in every other aspect of the 
band. They’ve found all of this, and expressed 
it in Helplesseness Blues. It is introspective, a 
celebration, and a joy to hear. Give it a listen.
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Badlands
By JOHN BRANCH ‘12

The cover of Badlands, the new album by Dirty Beaches, features a stark black-and-white profile of the 
project’s sole member, Alex Zhang Hungtai. His hair is slicked back, as if paying homage to 1950s musi-
cians like Elvis Presley, but his face is obstructed and distorted by cigarette smoke. The image is striking 
and a little disturbing, and in a way, it’s much like his music: combining the familiar, well-worn sounds 
of the fifties with something more sinister and chaotic. 
 Badlands, while spanning only eight tracks and just under 27 minutes, is by no means an easy 
listen. Dirty Beaches’ song arrangements are often sparse, recalling the classic chord progressions of the 
fifties, but without any bells and whistles, particularly on the first half of the album. He has a style of 
sing-shouting not unlike Elvis himself, and the production on the album is intentionally lo-fi, the songs all 
coated in layers of noise and reverb. The music is simple technically, but the production rewards repeated 
listens, pitting Hungtai’s deep voice against harsh, raw guitar chords. Hungtai’s voice is heavily muffled 
and his lyrics almost impossible to understand, but the first few lines from “Horses”, one of the best 
tracks from Badlands, stand out: “Black horses run in the dead of the night/I can hear them screamin’, 
callin’ out my name”. 
 By the second half of the album, you realize that Hungtai has some good pop songwriting in 
him, too. The fifth track, “True Blue”, has a soft, hazy, summery feel to it, and “Lord Knows Best” is a 
ballad arranged over a cheerful piano riff. On this track, he largely abandons his grunts and shouts for 
more of a crooning sound, only to return to the harsh, minimalistic sounds of the earlier tracks on the last 
song, “Hotel”.
 Dirty Beaches is still largely flying under the radar, but Badlands should be one of the most exciting and fresh-sounding albums of 2011, and 
it could be a critical and commercial breakthrough. I came in not expecting too much, but it’s grown on me with every listen. The question now is what 
direction Hungtai wants to go in: will he stay with the raw, gritty sound he displays on the first half of the album, or go in the more pop-oriented direction 
on the second half? 

Cartoon by Taylor Edwards
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Sports

Gerald “G” McClease has always been around 
basketball. Gerald’s father played in college, 
and his father took him at the age of 5 to the park 
to teach him. Over the years Gerald would play 
in the AAU league; at one point, his team was 
ranked fifth in the country. McClease says that 
that has been his greatest achievement so far. 
Gerald also joined the 1000 point club this year. 
When he scored his 1000th point, he made sure 
it was at home, so the moment would be more 
special. “It felt good, and was big for me,” he 
said. McClease plans to use his basketball skills 
to get a free education in college.

Spotlight: Gerald 
McClease
By MATT JACKSON ‘11

Yao Ming: In Pain, and Happy at the Same 
Time
By SUGE ZHANG ‘14

On January 1st, a lovely little girl in a blue outfit drew all 
the eyes of journalists and audiences at Toyota Center. She 
is the daughter of NBA player Yao Ming and his wife Ye Li. 
Her name is Amy; Yao Ming hasn’t officially announced his 
daughter’s name, but his team-mate Shane Battier broke this 
information to the media.) Amy was born on May 22th at a 
hospital in Houston, TX last year. Some people have pre-
dicted that their daughter will reach a height of over 6 feet 
as an adult.
 It’s pretty well-known to Yao’s fans that he has been 
suffering from injuries since he joined the Rockets in 2002.  
During his 17-year basketball career, he received 15 serious 
injuries including calf, right elbow, and toes. Currently, he is 

in recess and still under medical therapy which has been taking for more than a year. Thus, people 
are beginning to worry about his future as a professional basketball player. Yet Yao has clearly de-
clared that he won’t retire and purse a related career such as a commentator. He is a gifted player 
and the pride of China. For years, he has been challenging the limits of human athletic performance. 
Unfortunately, difficulties in life make sticking to his dream a challenge, but at least he is trying with 
confidence and perseverance.
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